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SPRING CLEANING

Now that some of the daily attention to the November election has settled, the
Supervisor of Elections and hisstaff have begun the arduoustask of looking at every
area of the office and determining what should “go” and what should “stay”,
procedurally speaking. All staff have been assigned to work groups. These work
groupswere mandated to review all aspects of their assignments and see what needs
to be changed in order for this office to perform more efficiently in future elections.

With an overwhel ming number of callscominginto the phonebank from the polling placesand into the offices
from the public, it was clear that the voter registration work group needs to find ways to make voters aware
of keeping their registrations current. Book closing datesfor original registrationswill be stressed along with
targeting voterswho are currently registered but have moved their residence. Voterscan certainly maketheir
voting experience aless stressful one if they will keep their voting record current.

Tentative plans to reach voters with this information include billboards, association newsletters, church
bulletins, restaurant tray liners and table tents, paycheck inserts, newspaper coupons, and public service
announcements.

Aswell, thereare plansto create a“ new resident packet” for all newcomersto Pasco County. The packet will
include voter registration applicationsand election information. Theinformation provided will makeit clear
to the recipient that voter registrations do not cross county or state lines. The new resident information is
being provided to us by the Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehiclesin Tallahassee.

Lastly, thisgroupwill beorganizing voter registration drivesthroughout the county inthemonthsimmediately
preceding the elections. Many volunteerswill be needed to do this effectively so workers must be recruited.
If you are interested in volunteering, please call one of our offices.

Therearenine other groups hard at work updating policiesand proceduresfor their assigned areas. All of this
work isbeing done so that thisoffice may better servethevotersof Pasco County. Ittruly iskind of likespring
cleaning ... digging through all the clutter, discarding what isno longer useful and replacing it with more up-
to-date materials. Look for a“new and improved” Supervisor of Elections' office!




From the Supervisor of Elections...

| recently had theprivilegeof serving on Governor Jeb Bush's Sel ect Task Forceon El ection Procedure,
Standardsand Technology. What anenlightening experience. With our work compl eted, our Task
Forcehasmade35recommendationstotheGovernor and L egisaturethat will improveand strengthenour
electionsprocessinFlorida. Someof themaj or recommendationsarelisted below:

» Egablishminimumstandardsfor voter educationand providefundingfor sucheducationactivities;

» PublishaVoter'sBill of Rightsand Responsibilitiestobeposted at each of Floridaspolling places,

* Improverecruitmentandtrainingof Florida'spol lworkers,

*  Improvecommunication between polling placesandthesupervisorsof e ections offices,

* Provideforthenonpartisan e ectionof thesupervisor of elections;

» Prohibitpolitical activitiesof County Canvass ng Boardsand State El ection Canvassing Commission;

»  Decertify punchcardvoting systems, lever machines, paper ballots, central count optical scansystemsandprovide
fundingfor countiestoacquirenew votingsystems,

» Egablishuniformstatewidestandardfor countingballotsandrecounts;

* Provideforastatewideon-linevoter registration database;

* Provideforauniformpoll closingtimethroughout thestate;

* Providefor provisional ballotstoaddressthevoter digibility questions.

Theseareseverd of therecommendationsthat arebeing considered by the State L egid ature. Theseand otherissueswill be
discussedindetail intheJuly VoteNotes. Pleasecall or email meif you haveany questionsor need additional information.

WHO WOULD HAVE THOUGHT....?

After al of theproblemsand concernssurrounding theNovember General Election, whowould havethought thenext
electionwouldbringatie?

Pasco County helditsmunicipa e ectionday onApril 10, 2001, withthreeof itssix municipalitiesactually havingel ections.
New Port Richey, Port Richey and Zephyrhillshad electionsfor mayor and/or council seats. New Port Richey and
Zephyrhillselectionsendedwith clear winnersinall races. However, Port Richey wasnot sofortunate.

Port Richey hadfour candi datesseeking two opencouncil seats. Whentheballotsweretabul ated onthat Tuesday night,
therewasacl ear winner for oneseat. But thesecond seat had two candi datesseparated by only onevote. Withadifference
of lessthan one-half of onepercent, Floridalaw requiresan automatic machinerecount.

TheSupervisor of Elections' staff zeroed out themachinecount and recounted thePort Richey ball ot cardsasecondtime.
Theresultwasatievotethistimewith 369 voteseachfor thesecond placecandidates. TheCounty CanvassngBoardwould
becertifyingatievotethenext day followingthenormal audit procedureby the Supervisor of Elections’ office.

WhentheCounty Canvassing Board gathered at noonon April 11, it had arequest for amanual recount fromoneof the
candidatesto consider. Themanual recount request wasgranted and set for April 18,2001, at 8:00a.m.

Themanual recount took placeon A pril 18withtheoutcomethesame. Both candidatesonceagainreceived 369 votes
each. Pursuantto Floridalaw, thesolutionfor atiedvoteistodraw lots. So, thecity of Port Richey council racewill be
decided by drawingapaper out of ahat, drawingstraws, flip of acoinor someother similar solution. Eveninthisageof
moderntechnology, it seemsthat sometimes “ ol d-fashioned” solutionsarestill thebest!



ANNUAL REGISTRATION CONTEST

The Annual High School VVoter Registration Contest washeld on April 3, 2001. Eight of thecounty’s high
schools competed to register or preregister to vote the most eligible students.

The contest was held from 9:00 am. until Recistations Né’;q?;re"f %g Eligible
1:00 p.m. Wesley Chapel High School had | Ngme of High School Taken seere | Bebes

the highest percentage of registrants and | \neqay Chepd 4%
won the contest. Wesley Chapel High Fo— A%

School will begivenaplaguetodisplay on -
their campus until the next competitionis Zg:*mhlls K¢
held next spring. Ridoenood 204

LadO Lakes 28%
The Supervisor of Elections' office com- 24%

mendseach school anditsstudentsfor their 22%
participation.




@uote off the ?Hﬂi’lﬁ)

“Leadersaren’ tborn, they aremade. Andthey aremade
justlikeanythingelse, throughhardwork. Andthat’ sthe
pricewe |l havetopay toachievethatgoa, orany goal.”
—Vince Lombardi

\_

Source: www.quotegallery.com j

Did ou
Y K now ?

Americanseat 891 dlicesof pizzaper second! And 166
acresof pizzaper day!
source: burkecorp.com/funfcts.html

UPCOMING VOTING
TECHNOLOGY DEMONSTRATIONS

"LAWWEEK"
GulfViewMall
New Port Richey
May 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
10:00a.m.t09:00p.m.

OPENHOUSE

West Pasco Government Center

7530LittleRoad

New Port Richey

May 22,2001
9:00am.to5:00p.m.
General PublicWelcomeAnytime
Pollwor ker s, pleasecomeat scheduled times

REGISTRATION STATISTICS
Republican 92,868 40.6%
Democrat 91,231 39.9%
Other 44,803 19.5%
Total 228,902

(As of April 23, 2001) /
NEW VOTING TECHNOLOGIES
DEMONSTRATED
Recently, staff fromtheSuper-
visor of Elections officecon-
ducted demonstrationsof the
latestvotingtechnologiesatthe

Pasco County Fair. A mark
sense(anoptical scanner) de-
viceandatouchscreensystem
were provided by Election
Systems & Software for the
exhibition.

Theboothwasvisitedby nearly
300 people. Of thevisitors,
269 completed asurvey pro-
vided by theelectionsoffice.
Anoverwhelmingmajority of
the participants favored the
touchscreensystem. Formore
informationregardingthedem-
onstration, log on to
WwWw.pascovotes.com/
survey.htm.
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