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SEARCHING FOR A SOLUTION...
p What will be the number one item on the agenda for Pasco County Supervisor of Elections Kurt
(/ Browning? Quite possibly, the pursuit of new voting equipment. Criteriafor any new equipment
'( purchased by Pasco County will include, but not be limited to, accuracy, efficiency, cost
/\ effectiveness and security.

) )/ Several types of voting equipment will be researched before any proposal will go before the Board
{ of County Commissioners. WhileMr. Browningisleaning toward newer technol ogies, hereisabrief

;\ ¢ look at current systems used throughout the country:

PAPER BALLOTS - Paper of varying stock weight has the names of all candidates and issues
printed on the paper. A voter then markstheir choicesin private before dropping their voted paper ballot into asealed ballot box. After
theelection, ballotsaretabulated by hand by election officials. 1n 1889, New Y ork becamethefirst American Stateto use paper ballots.
Currently, only 1.7% of theregistered votersin the United States use paper ballots. They are primarily used in small communitiesand
rural areas. Only one county in Florida uses this system.

MECHANICAL LEVER MACHINES - With thismachine, each candidate or issueisassigned to aspecificlever withinarectangular
array of leverslocated on the front of the machine. When the voter activates the machine, aprivacy curtainisautomatically rel eased.
The voter pulls down the corresponding lever(s) to indicate their choices. When the voter isready to exit the booth, they pull alever
that opensthe curtain and automatically returnsthelevers on the front of the machineto their origina position while a counter wheel
inside the machine keeps track of vote totals for each position. This machine was first used in New York in 1892. By 1960, over
half of the country used these machines. One county in Florida still uses this system.

PUNCHCARDS - Thissystem usesaclipboard-size devicefor recording votesa ong with thevoter'sballot card. Throughthedevice,
voters punch holesin the cards to indicate their choices. When the voter isfinished, they take the card and placeit in asedled ballot
box or a computer tabulating machine. Votomatics and Datavotes are two common types of punchcards. The punchcard was first
used in Georgiain the early sixties. Inthe 1996 Presidential election, some variation of the punchcard system was used by over 37%
of registered votersin the United States. There are 24 counties in Florida currently using the punchcard.

MARKSENSE - These machines are known as optical scanners that use a ballot card with preprinted candidates and issues. Each
voter fillsin or completes acircle, oval or incomplete arrow next to their choices. The ballots can then be placed in a sealed box or
fed through a computer tabulating device at the precinct. Most people can associate this type of technology with a standardized test
or lottery. This type of system was used by over 24% of the registered voters in 1996 and appears to be more popular each year.
Florida currently has 41 counties using a marksense system.

DIRECT RECORDING EQUIPMENT - Thisis an electronic evolution of the mechanical lever system. The DRE system uses a
touch-screen or push-button device to electronically store their choices. The choices made by a voter are stored in the machines
through amemory cartridge, diskette or smart-card. Only 7.7% of registered votersin the United States used a DRE system during
the 1996 election.

Source: www.fec.gov




From the Supervisor of Elections...

The 2000 election year was absolutely
unbelievable! As the world watched the
36-day ordeal unfold, each day seemed to
present a whole new set of challenges.
From the automatic machinerecount tothe
lawsuits over canvassing over seas absentee
ballots to the manual examination and
counting of undervoted ballots. In
December, my office dealt with hundreds of phone calls and
hundreds of e-mails concerning the issues at hand.

Pasco County came under the microscope very quickly and
fared extremely well. The challenges, questions, calls, e
mails, and lawsuits have caused usto rethink our procedures
and policies regarding each area of my office. Work groups
have been established to re-evaluate these areas and to
make recommendations for changes and improvements.

| am confident that after having survived 2000, futureelection
years will never belike any of the past. It remainsto bethe
goal of my staff and meto providethevery best serviceto our

e
ON THE MOVE...

ThePasco County Supervisor of Elections officein Dade
City hasrelocated to the East Pasco Gover nment Center.
The physical address of the new government center is
14326 6th Street. The Supervisor of Elections officeis
located on the second floor in Suite200. Thenew mailing
addressisP. O. Box 300, Dade City, FL 33526-0300.

PICKING UP THE
PIECES...

The telephones are eerily

ﬂ quiet. Thefront countersare

strangely empty. After a

@@ grueling election, it

Pl I appearsthePasco County

Elections Office can

begin picking up the

pieces. Moving on could take sometime considering
the mountain of rubble left behind.

Countless residents visited Pasco's three election
offices, as well as public libraries, public assistance
facilities and area post offices, in order to register by
the October 10th book closing deadline. The high
volume of voter registrations contributed to a large
increase in data entry work.

A record number of absentee ballot requests kept
staff members at work well into the night on many
occasions. The amount of absentee ballots returned
to the elections office required more than 20 absentee
board members for canvassing on election day.

Thentherewerethe 6,000 plusphonecallsonElection
Day alone. Eachcall, logged by hand or by computer,
must bereviewed separately and handled accordingly.

A normal routine usually resurfaces after election
day. However, thiselection wasanything but normal.
The 36 days of post-election activity put the entire
state under the microscope. Pasco County was no
exception.

Our offices had visitors from Washington D.C., party
headquarters, television and press crews as well as
concerned citizens. Many people turned out for the
initial machine recount, the meetings of the
Canvassing Board and the court-ordered recount of
"under votes."

Pasco fared well, surviving three lawsuits and public
scrutiny. Look for new legislation from Tallahassee,
along with revised policies and procedures from the
supervisor of elections that will carry us into the
2002 election cycle.



WHO IS CHAD?

Fromdimpledchadtohanging chad, theNovember 7th General Electiongavenew
meaningto punchcard debris. Sowho, or moreprecisely what, ischad? A chad
isthesmall, rectangular box that detachesfromapunchcard whenvoted.

If thebox remainsattachedtothepunchcard by acorner, it becomesa”hanging”
chad. An attached, bulging chad that has been pierced by astylusiscalled a
"pregnant” chad. A bulging chadthat hasnot beenpiercediscalleda"dimpled”

chad.

Therearesevera other variationsof chad, but any way youlook atit, chadwill be

acentral concernfor severa Floridacounties.

Therearefour different typesof voting equipment currently usedinFl orida; theoptical scansystem, thepunchcard, mechanical
voting machinesand paper ball ots. Pascoisoneof 24 countiesthat utilizesthepunchcard.

Kurt S. Browning, Supervisor of Electionsof Pasco County, plansto advocateal ternativevoting equipment tohiscol leagues.
Whether thestatewill requireauniversal systemremainsto beseen, but theeliminationof chadwill beahighpriority.

-

GOVERNOR'S SELECT TASK FORCE
ON ELECTION PROCEDURES,
STANDARDS & TECHNOLOGY

Supervisor Kurt Browning hasbeen appointed by
Governor Jeb Bushto participateintheGovernor’s
Select Task Force on Election Procedures, Stan-
dards and Technology. The task force consists
of 21 members, ten Democrats, ten Republicans
and one Non-partisan.

Themembersof thetask forcewerechosenfrom
a broad professional spectrum. The diverse
group is reviewing al aspects of the election
process. After reviewing all of the current
procedures, standards and equipment concerns,
thegroup’schallengewill beto deviseaproposal
for election reform for the entire state.

The members are required to submit their pro-
posal tothegovernor by March 1, 2001. Specific
details will be highlighted in the April issue of
Q/oteN otes.

~
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Florida Ballot Review
Under Way

A research firm representing several large
news organizations began reviewing presi-
dential overvoted and undervoted ballots in
Pasco County on Monday, February 5, 2001
tocreate anindependentrecord ofthe Florida
Election. The statewide review is expected to
take at least eight weeks to complete.

Pasco County Election employees assistthe teams
from the National Opinion Research Center.



Kguote off the 7#&13&'3)

REGISTRATION STATISTICS

"Let us never forget that government is ourselves and Republican 91,834 40.6%
not an alien power over us. The ultimate rulers of our Democrat 90,351 40.0%
democracy are not a President and senators and Other 43,846 19.4%
congressmen and government officials, but the voters Total 226,031
of this country." -- Franklin D. Roosevelt (As of February 9, 2001)
\ Source: wwwi.ctapc.larc.nasa.gov/know _it. h@ /
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K now ? . \Walendar of Events
That only 25% of thoseregistered to vote, vote? February 19th - 25th Voter Registration Drive
Pasco County Fair
That meansthat every one of those votes counts g%zfcﬁste Road 52
asfour votes. (Booth open 3:00 to 10:00 p.m.)
source: nrst.com/didyou.htm April 3rd Pasco County High School Voter
Registration Contest
All Pasco County High Schools
FSASE 9:00a.m.to 1:00 p.m.
SCHOLARSHIP Aoril 7t Sllvbean Jam
pri ybean Jambor ee
AVAILABLE Land O' Lakes Community Center
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon
"‘ Jellybean Jamboree
Odessa Park
1:00to 4:00 p.m.
April 10th Municipal Election
April 13th Jellybean Jambor ee
Veterans Memorial Park - Hudson
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 Noon
April 14th Jellybean Jambor ee
John S. Burks Park - Dade City
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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