


Election Information...

Poll Deputy ... 
Florida law requires one poll deputy per polling facility.  This person is outside 
all day to direct and assist voters entering the polling place, and for the 
purpose of maintaining law and order.  Poll deputies are deputized by Pasco 
County Sheriff Bob White, and serve on election day with limited authority - 
no “gun toting” deputies in this group!

Each edition we spotlight one of the trained 
positions held by our election offi cials. This edition                 

spotlights . . .

Pollworker Spotlight

What’s Happening...

Voter outreach ambassadors attended a brief training recently to learn about 
the focus of this years’ voter education/outreach program. Our goal this year, 
in addition to registering new voters, is to encourage already-registered 
voters to update their registration information and to stay current. This pro-
active approach coincides with the state-mandated voter registration list 
maintenance scheduled to begin in March. In the past, as many as 30,000 
registered voters have been notifi ed due to inactivity or inconsistencies in 
their address of record with the address on fi le with the Post Offi ce. A “clean” 
voter registration list goes far in ensuring smooth, effi cient elections.

Ambassador Trainings - March 2009

Municipal Elections Information...
The fi rst mailing of approximately 1,400 vote by mail ballots was February 25, 2009, for all requests that • 
were already on fi le.    New requests are honored daily through April 8th.

Voters who wish to vote in person before election day may do so through Monday, April 13, at their city • 
hall during regularly scheduled business hours, or one of the four Supervisor of Elections’ offi ces by 5:00 
p.m.

Sample ballots are available online and will also be published in the • The Tampa Tribune and Saint 
Petersburg Times newspapers on Sunday, April 12, 2009.

As always, election results will be posted on • www.pascovotes.com after 7:00 p.m. on election day.  Voter 
turn-out is already available online and is updated daily.

All voters going to the polls for Municipal Elections should bring photo and signature identifi cation, or • 
they will be required to vote a provisional ballot. 

There will be no election for the Town of St. Leo. Mr. James Gajewski, incumbent candidate for the Town • 
of St. Leo, has withdrawn from the commission seat race. Therefore, Dr. Robert Courtney wins by virtue 
of being unopposed. 

Supervisor of Elections Brian Corley met with city clerks and their staff 
on January 21, 2009, at the Land O’ Lakes Professional Building in 
Land O’ Lakes. The meeting was a training session for the clerks who 
will be assisting candidates with qualifying paperwork in the upcoming 
municipal elections on Tuesday, April 14, 2009.  Cities that will be holding 
municipal elections include New Port Richey, Port Richey, San Antonio, 
and Zephyrhills.  

City Clerk MeetingOften, we are asked what we do on off-election years with the perception that we stay busy only 3 or 4 months 
every two years.  Reality is that it takes a whole year to prepare for the next election.  New employees, 
volunteers and outside help often remark they had no idea managing elections was so involved.

Since the beginning of the year, we have been meeting in work groups to analyze each facet of the fall 
elections.  In this way we determine what went well, what could use improvement and what needs to be 
totally revamped. We are also in the process of formulating our new fi scal year budget.  Many of the fi ndings 
in the post election meetings require budget considerations.  In these times 
of budget constraints we often revisit the work group in search of a more 
cost-effi cient “plan B.”  

Plans are in place to take a closer look  at our Continuance of Operations 
Plan (COOP). Because hurricane season and the election cycle peak 
simultaneously, the unthinkable task of managing an election within 
a compromised infrastructure is a reality, just as Charlotte County faced  
the August 2004 presidential primary in the midst of Hurricane Charley.  

We will also be focusing on maintaining the integrity of the voter 
registration rolls by conducting a list maintenance program in accordance 
with 98.065 Florida Statutes.  Voters who have been inactive for two years will be notifi ed via post card to 
update their information.  The offi ce utilizes the National Change of Address (NCOA) database to locate voters 
who no longer reside at their address of record.  Additionally, we will be working with the property appraiser’s 
offi ce by gathering address information on Pasco residents who have changed homestead addresses.  A 
third maintenance project, in conjunction with the county clerk of court, will be the scrutinization of felon 
cases in order to identifi y potentially ineligible voters.  This sort of vigilance is our assurance that 
elections in Pasco County run smoothly, transparently and trouble-free!   

Voter spotlight is one of the new additions to our 
website in which we will be showcasing those who 
register to vote under unique circumstances, or 
may have inspirational stories that stir patriotism in 
others.

Our fi rst voter spotlight was Mr. Ardian Zika, 
originally from Kosovo, who became a United States Citizen in Federal 
Court in Hillsborough  County, but insisted on registering to vote in his 
“home” county, Pasco.   If you know someone with an inspiring story 
please contact us at webcomment@pascovotes.com. 

SpotLightVoter



The close of the fi rst quarter in 2009 fi nds us at the outset of yet another election.  Municipal 
elections in four cities, New Port Richey, Port Richey, San Antonio, and Zephyrhills will be held 
April 14 for voters residing within these city limits.  

Municipal elections are funded by the individual cities with my offi ce serving as facilitator.  City 
candidates work through city halls to fi le qualifying paperwork and establish their candidacy.  
City Clerks serve as their liaison to the Division of Elections as well as the city’s council in 
coordinating efforts to bring referenda and amendments to the ballot.  In the meantime, we 
have already begun the arduous task of election preparation.  These elections may be small, 
but are no less important.  In typical Pasco County fashion, we will fulfi ll our obligation with 
extreme attention to detail and accuracy.  

Once the candidates and issues are established, my offi ce begins ballot preparation.  This 
seemingly simple task involves not only the appearance and layout of the paper ballot, but also 
the software programming used by the optical scanners and tabulation equipment.  The fi rst 
step is to establish an “election defi nition” which directs the operation of the optical scanners 
and tabulation equipment.  It establishes the precincts and contests involved, designates the 
physical coordinates within the paper ballot where votes will be located, and specifi es the 
interpretation of what a vote cast within that location means.    

The layout of the paper ballot is governed by a “Uniform Ballot Rule” which establishes statutory 
requirements as it relates to appearance, point size, headings, titles and ballot placement 
order.  As a cost saving measure, the ballots for this small election will be printed in-house 
using 18 high-speed laser printers.  The equipment is dependent upon meticulous printing in 
order to “read” the timing track, take direction from the code channel and to precisely locate 
votes on the ballot as defi ned in the election defi nition.  A customized ballot must be prepared 
for each city and put through the rigors of testing.  

Meanwhile, other staff will begin staging the optical scanners, tabulators, Electronic Voter 
Identifi cation Devices (EViDs), and the audio touchscreen voting machines used by those 
with disabilities.  All machines must be cleared and tested, prepped and cleaned, and put 
through test runs to insure they are functioning properly and are able to modem results.  
All Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS) or battery backups will be charged.  All supplies, 
materials and signage sent in totes for the pollworkers will be inventoried, replenished and 
readied for delivery to the polling places.  

The state mandates that pollworkers be trained prior to each election.  Pollworkers must be assigned and notifi ed, training 
classes must be scheduled, and training manuals and materials must be prepared.   Voter registration staff prepare vote by 
mail ballots daily upon request and insure the voter registration rolls are current and up-to-date.  Voter outreach/education 
staff set about notifying the public of election dates, book closing dates, and requirements.   

All of this has been happening at my offi ce in tandem with post-election meetings and focus groups in which we refl ect 
upon last election cycle and strategize for the future.  The staff keeps a close eye on impending legislation as the session 
is currently meeting and keeps a constant “ear to the ground” for developments in the fi eld.  
Proudly, we achieve all of this with a staff of 24 in dedicated service to Pasco County.

Brian E. Corley
Pasco County

Supervisor of Elections

Land O’ Lakes
(813) 929-2788

New Port Richey
(727) 847-8162

Wesley Chapel
(813) 929-1392

Dade City
(352) 521-4302

Supervisor of Elections’ Offi ces
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From Brian E. Corley
Supervisor of Elections

A new version of the 2009 Guide to Government 
Offi cials and Voter’s Guide is now available 
online, at any of our four offi ce locations, city 
halls, libraries and chambers of commerce.

It is widely proclaimed that April Fool’s day originated in France in 1562, or thereabouts, 
when Pope Gregory replaced the Julian calender with the Gregorian calender in the Julian 
calender month of April. The day of introduction of the Gregorian calender was made the fi rst 
day of January. Some people hadn’t heard about the change in the date, so they continued 
to celebrate the New Year’s Day, but it being 1st April. So, others called them “April fools.” 
The fact is that Pope Gregory XIII ordered Thursday 4 October 1582 to be the last day of 
the Julian calendar. The next day was Friday 15 October. April Fool’s Day is an April Fool’s 
tale.

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?   (www.didyouknow.org)

The ancient Anglo-Saxons celebrated the return of spring with a carnival commemorating 
their goddess of offspring and of springtime, Eostre.  The offerings were rabbits and coloured 
eggs, bidding an end to winter.
As it happened, the pagan festival of Eostre occurred at the same time of year as the Christian 
observance of the Resurrection of Christ and it didn’t take the Christian missionaries long to 
convert the Anglo-Saxons when they encountered them in the 2nd century. The offering of 
rabbits and eggs eventually became the Easter bunny and Easter eggs.

 
 

 

Fair Booth Exhibit - Once again, as part of our voter education/outreach 
program, the Supervisor of Elections’ offi ce had an exhibit in Higgins Hall at 
the Pasco County Fair. For the seventh year in a row, the elections’ offi ce 
won the honor of “best booth depicting fair theme” which this year was “Your 
Magical Ticket to Fun”.   In keeping with this theme, the booth featured a rabbit 
jumping out of a hat holding a voter information card dubbed “Your Magical 
Ticket to Freedom”.  Outreach Ambassadors Bob Padgett and Patricia Free 
worked the fi rst shift on opening day and are pictured with Supervisor Corley. 
Ambassadors staffed the booth for the remainder of the week taking voter 
registrations and registration updates, giving demonstrations of the optical 
scan voting equipment, and facilitating a survey for the Fair Association.    

Pasco County Annual Fair

Celebrity Milking Contest - For the third year, Supervisor Corley 
participated in the annual “Celebrity Milk-Off” at the Pasco County Fair, 
and for the third year, Supervisor Corley was unsuccessful in retrieving 
any signifi cant amount of milk. Although Mr. Corley was slated for tutoring 
sessions before this year’s milk-off, scheduling issues prevented that from 
happening. Better luck next year!

Community Outreach Events . . .
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QUICKQUICK NOTES NOTES

Chasco Parade - Supervisor Corley and 
his daughter, Sarah, in the parade queue 
kicking off the Chasco Festival  in New Port 
Richey, Saturday, March 21. 
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